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SOMALIA

WHAT HAPPENED IN APRIL?
Somalia’s election process made signif-
icant progress: after most members of
parliament were sworn in, both houses
selected speakers, paving the way for
the presidential vote. Meanwhile, Al-
Shabaab attacks continued and the AU

transition mission got off to a bumpy start.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

The delayed elections sowed divisions
and contributed to mounting insecurity.
Al-Shabaab has exploited the stale-
mate to launch bold attacks, frequently
targeting the election process itself. Final-
ising it as soon as possible should help
bring stability.

MARCH TRENDS

Al-Shabaab launched its deadliest
attack yet to disrupt elections and also
breached Mogadishu’s airport perim-
eter for the first time since 2014. Au-
thorities failed to conclude Lower House
elections despite progress and the African
Union started reconfiguring its peace-
keeping mission.
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(3] Bumpy start for African
Union transition mission
After the AU Transitional Mission in Somalia
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