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SOMALIA

WHAT HAPPENED IN MAY?
Somalia concluded its prolonged elec-
toral cycle with the election of Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud as president. Outgoing
President Farmajo accepted defeat and
formally handed over power. Al-Shabaab
launched its largest attack on the African
Union mission since 2019.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

The presidential vote and smooth transfer
of power brings the protracted and hugely
divisive electoral cycle to a relatively
orderly close. Building on this momentum,
there is renewed hope that Somali lead-
ers will now prioritise tackling security and
governance challenges.

APRIL TRENDS

Somalia’s election process made signif-
icant progress: after most members of
parliament were sworn in, both houses
selected speakers, paving the way for the
presidential vote. Meanwhile, Al-Shabaab
attacks continued and the AU Transition
Mission (ATMIS) got off to a bumpy start.
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O O Largest Al-Shabaab attack
on AU mission since 2019
On 3 May, Al-Shabaab launched a large-
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