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WHAT HAPPENED?

Progress toward indirect elections inched
forward as the power struggle between
President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
“Farmajo” and Prime Minister Mohamed
Hussein Roble quietened. The Ahlu Sunnah
Wal Jama’a (ASWJ) militia re-emerged,
capturing towns in Somalia’s centre, and
Al-Shabaab violence continued.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Although tensions between the coun-

try’s top two political leaders eased, the
slow-moving electoral cycle continues

to suffer from myriad political and techni-
cal issues that create delays while armed
actors like Al-Shabaab seek to benefit from
the public’s frustration.

SEPTEMBER TRENDS

The struggle between President Farmajo
and Prime Minister Roble escalated in
early September when each tried to install
his own replacement for the national
intelligence chief and rival security units
came close to blows. Tensions remained
high all month.
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